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STAT

Somah

: In the apparemly unending succes-. -
-'ston of U.S. foreign pollcy. disaaters
‘and Soviet triumphs, it’s a relief ta be
_able to report a case where the Krems;
“lin blaw it — to the advantage of the:
Unl ed States, - s Ddnl

“The locals of this’ ancouraglna &)
ceptiorx i3 Somalla, where U.S; forces:
“will soon e occupying a’key.naval
"base 'that. was bullt by the Russians’

. beforasthey were booted out two and ™
‘a half-years 330 by a supposed Soviet !

puppst, “President Mohammed Siad.
lBarre. i =
JnLeYIlggqce expérta haVe warn\

—‘—'.).‘-', N 5 ,-..-.

>to.put: much faith in the ‘mercurial .
" BarreBut Cartar's top advisers have
-convinced him that the Soviat-devel’
oped’ deepwatpr cort at Berbera ls
wortb tb° sk -

- Barre “has shown hlm:el’ to he un-
predlctable and {mpulsive at times,”
a: cenfidential CL\ analysly observes

"— an undersfatement to_which the’
.men in“the Xremlin-can ruefully:
-attest.*In fact, the Soviet blunder

in- Somalia“is 4 classle “lesson -in -
how not to andle aT hxrd ‘&Vorld dic-':
tator,

“The™ Russzans poure(r ‘more than
$160 millton into Somalia‘after Barre -~
.seized power in- 1569, the ClA estl-_
iwere operated by the Russians. "Ap-
.plicants for government jobs, drivers’.

“mates: The Soviets clearly hoped to:
-make Somalla a key satellite-In the ..
“strategically - important  Horn . of =
.Africa,;trom awhich they could domx—
nate the Persian Gulf. i
“The Berbera naval basa in ded_
.comminications " center, “shipyard;
‘cranes-and a lloatmg drydoc’c ‘mis-
sxle storage facuitles, an airﬂo!d; and

f_ﬁ'ammy @f a uOVlEI Blunder::

" housing and an outdoor theater for

“the hundreds of SoViet technicians
and - their families. Berbera greatly.

{'ovpanded tha peacetime .operations

of the- Bussians’ Indian Ocean fleet.

-and ‘enhanced its. wartime: capabihty .
-agalnst the West, tha CIA noted. -+

" In.return for Kremlin gold, Barre:
allowed: the Soviets fres-.run. of his.-

country:-:A 1976 State Department ™.
: fluenced more by the Saviats evajuav<

cable stated that Bacre "is now com-
pletely.” committed™ to the ‘Soviets:

‘More than 2,500 Soviet advisers per-
meated the Somallan government bu-

Pres dent Carter that it's dangerous” i vreaucracy

requh:ed to attend weekly indoctrina-

*! tlon classes run by the Soviet-created
Political Otfice of the Presidency,.-
*‘and ainy Somalian official "judged to. "~
have a .‘non-socialist’ attitude [was] -
“ retired or dismissed from govern-
" ‘mentservice,” the CIA reported,

22 A7:1,000man  National Security.
‘Service organized a month after. -

“Barre seized power was run by 12 -ate Dale Van Atta they. hope” tha-

- United States can’ prom by the RL,G-»
-slans’ mistakes. . j

KGB™ officers and . got -its: technical

equipment and personnel trainmo
. from Moscow, -~ A0 m e ~-;

Nexchborhcod "orientatxon cen-’
ters” — doubling as food distribution
centers to gain a captive audience —

licenses, passports and other’ docu-
ments-{were required} to present let-

.ters of recommendation from the dji-

rectors of their local orientation cen-

‘ters,”a secret CIA report stated, -

-':Under the guidance of Soviet eco~

- the Somalian.armed forces,- with» 2]
. contingent of civitian adyisers- andw

"eventuaUy ‘'proved too.: much - for]
: Barre.The laststraw, apparently, wi3~

Teachers and civil servants wers. the Russians':atiempt to. play otk

“with Somahd

‘had had enoush of the Russian bed;]

-rel.

nomtc~adv15<>r3 Barre naflonah.ﬁd!

local and !oremn bu;nes;e:s n -4
Somatia.- - - - wb
--The Russians wrtually tooc CuEP,

some ;1,300 . ‘military - -- officers, ]
Somahan officers were required. [{a
attend “indoctrination : classes: on-=
Marxist-Lenlnist-ideology, and :scor™}
found that' their’careers- were: {4

tions than by their superory’, _ox
-But the Sovie!s' heavy-handed

ends against the middle by giving
massive aid- to the Ethiopians,- wha
W°re engaged in a border dmp

Finally, in- I\ovembor 1977 Bavw

hug, and unceremoniousiy - } c’er}J
the Sovzets out Ioc< stocx a"d ba

Intellxce*me experts told my zmcrl;-

-
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